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discontinuance of office, by provisions of act June 6,
1874, ch. 223, §3, and act July 31, 1876, ch. 246.

R.S. §2218 derived from acts June 12, 1840, ch. 36, §1,
5 Stat. 384; July 31, 1876, ch. 246, 19 Stat. 121.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

“‘Secretary of the Interior or such officer as he may
designate’ substituted for ‘‘Supervisor of Surveys’ on
authority of section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See
note set out under section 1 of this title.

§55. Field notes delivered to States; access to

Under the authority and direction of the Sec-
retary of the Interior or such officer as he may
designate, any deputy surveyor or other agent of
the United States shall have free access to any
field notes, maps, records, and other papers,
mentioned in section 53 of this title, for the pur-
pose of taking extracts therefrom, or making
copies thereof, without charge of any kind.

(R.S. §2220; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July
16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

CODIFICATION

The word ‘“‘such” before ‘‘field notes” was omitted
and the words ‘“‘mentioned in section 53 of this title”
were inserted after ‘‘papers,’.

R.S. §2220 derived from act Jan. 22, 1853, ch. 24, §2, 10
Stat. 152.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

“Secretary of the Interior or such officer as he may
designate’ substituted for ‘‘Commissioner of the Gen-
eral Land Office’” on authority of section 403 of Reorg.
Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section 1 of
this title.

§56. Conditions of delivery to States

The field notes, maps, records, and other pa-
pers mentioned in section 53 of this title, shall
in no case be turned over to the authorities of
any State, until such State has provided by law
for the reception and safe-keeping of the same
as public records, and for the allowance of free
access to the same by the authorities of the
United States.

(R.S. §2221.)
CODIFICATION

R.S. §2221 derived from acts Jan. 22, 1853, ch. 24, §3,
10 Stat. 152; June 6, 1874, ch. 223, §3, 18 Stat. 62.

§57. Authenticated copies or extracts from
records as evidence

Any copy of or extract from the plats, field
notes, records, or other papers of the offices of
the former surveyors general for the districts of
Oregon and California, when authenticated by
the seal and signature of the Secretary of the
Interior or such officer as he may designate,
shall be evidence in all cases in which the origi-
nal would be evidence.

TITLE 43—PUBLIC LANDS

§59

(R.S. §2224; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1144;
1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11
F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

CODIFICATION

This section is from a part of R.S. §2224, as affected
by act Mar. 3, 1925. The original text provided for the
continuation of the use of the official seals authorized
for the offices of the surveyors general of Oregon, Cali-
fornia, and Louisiana. This provision was superseded by
act Mar. 3, 1925 (classified to section 51 of this title),
abolishing the office of surveyor-general. The rest of
the section became inapplicable to Louisiana upon the
discontinuance of the office of surveyor general of Lou-
isiana pursuant to R.S. §2218. The text of this section
was changed to provide for authentication by the su-
pervisor of surveys, instead of a surveyor-general, in
view of act Mar. 3, 1925 (classified to section 51 of this
title) abolishing the office of surveyor general and
transferring its activities to the Field Surveying Serv-
ice, under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Supervisor of
Surveys. See, also, Transfer of Functions note below.

R.S. §2224 derived from act Mar. 3, 1853, ch. 145, §§2,
11, 10 Stat. 245, 248.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

‘“‘Secretary of the Interior or such officer as he may
designate’ substituted for ‘‘Supervisor of Surveys’ on
authority of section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See
note set out under section 1 of this title.

§ 58. Transcripts from records of Louisiana

Any copy of a plat of survey, or transcript
from the records of the office of the former sur-
veyor general of Louisiana, duly certified, shall
be admitted as evidence in all the courts of the
United States and the Territories thereof.

(R.S. §2225.)
CODIFICATION

The word ‘‘former’ was inserted in text before ‘‘sur-
veyor general’”’ because of the discontinuance of the of-
fice of surveyor general in Louisiana.

R.S. §2225 derived from act Mar. 3, 1831, ch. 116, §5, 4
Stat. 493.

§59. Official papers in office of surveyor general
in California; copies

All official books, papers, instruments of writ-
ing, documents, archives, official seals, stamps,
or dies, which have been authorized by law to be
collected and deposited in the surveyor general’s
office in California, shall be safely and securely
kept by the Secretary of the Interior, or such of-
ficer as he may designate, in the archives of his
office until disposed of as provided by law; and
copies thereof, authenticated by the Secretary
or such officer under his seal of office, shall be
evidence in all cases where the originals would
be evidence.

(R.S. §2229; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1144;
1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11
F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100; Oct. 25, 1951, ch. 562,
§3(3), 65 Stat. 639.)

CODIFICATION

R.S. §2229 derived from act May 18, 1858, ch. 39, §1, 11
Stat. 289.
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